
Well, I finally decided to up-
grade my system, since it was 
getting slower and slower and the 
hard drive was getting fuller. 

I did what many of you may do, 
I bought an older system from a 
family member. It was still three 
times faster than mine, and I also 
bought a huge (160 GB)  hard 
drive, so I can save as many 
photos or songs as I want. 

Just like people who buy a new 
car every two years, whether the 
old one is working or not, so 
some people upgrade their sys-
tems often. If these people are 
trusted family members, the 
computer they’re parting with 
may be all the computer you 
need. Ask around and see if 
someone’s about to upgrade. 

You can move your display 
properties, such as that favourite 
screen saver, folder and taskbar 
options, and Internet browser 
and e-mail settings from your old 
computer to the new one with the 
Settings and Transfer Wizard. 

The wizard will also move spe-
cific files or entire folders, such 
as My Documents, My Pictures, 
and Favorites. 

To open the Files and Settings 
Transfer Wizard in Windows XP 
go to Start / All Programs / 
Accessories / System Tools 
then click "Files and Settings 
Transfer Wizard". 

The Wizard will walk you 
through the process. If your old 
computer doesn’t have Win XP, 
you'll be prompted to create a 
Wizard Disk on a floppy or a CD. 

You don’t have to do this before 
you get your new computer, but 
if someone else is setting up your 
system, make sure they run this 
wizard to get all your settings.  

You’ll still have to install your 
programs separately. The wizard  
gets things like your email and 
address book. 

And I’m happy to report that 
the Windows XP Settings and 
Transfer Wizard works just as it’s 
supposed to.  

DON’T USE THAT RESTORE 
DISK UNTIL YOU HAVE TO 

Many of you have found out the 
hard way (as I did, on a former 
friend’s computer) that the Sys-
tem Restore Disk given to you 
with your HP, Dell, Compaq, To-
shiba and a number of brand 
name systems actually gives you 
a fresh start by totally wiping 
your hard drive and reinstalling 
your Windows. That means it’s 
like a new clean computer, but if 
you haven’t backed up your mail 
file or address book or your data, 
they’re generally GONE forever. 
So if the tech on the phone is 
telling you to put in your system 
restore disk, ask them “how do I 
back up my machine first?” and 
don’t believe them if they tell you 
it isn’t necessary. 
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TABBED BROWSING—A nice feature in Mozilla’s Firefox is the addition of 
tabbed browsing. You won’t appreciate it until you’ve used it a bit, but it al-
lows a number of open browser windows in one frame. To access it (in 
Mozilla Firefox) click on CTRL-T and you can switch back and forth between a 
number of open windows and easily see which tab you’re on by the URL on 
the address bar. Try it and see how handy it is. Here’s a link for more info:  

http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/tabbed-browsing.html 
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• GERRI’S FAVOURITE FEBRUARY 
LINKS  

• http://www.livinginthetropics.com/
usedbyus.shtml is a list of free software 
that offers protection from nasties 

• http://local.google.ca is a new search 
offering on Google which lets you 
look for stores and stuff in your local 
area 

• http://www.senioryears.com/
travel.html has a lot of good travel 
links and more with a seniors’ focus. 

♦ http://www.crazyfads.com/ has a list 
of the biggest fads from particular 
decades. Find your favourite. 

http://www.brightwebs.com
http://www.livinginthetropics.com/usedbyus.shtml
http://local.google.ca
http://www.senioryears.com/travel.html
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From the Tech Newsletters—so much information—so little time 

I want to share a phishing email I 
received recently, printed exactly 
as received: 

“Hello, my name is Carmella 
Tackett.  We wanted to let you 
know that we have Received and 
processed your Mórtgage appli-
catíon.  We are happy to let you 
know that it has been Approved 
and we can offer you a $300,752 
loan at an annual rate of 
%2.1.(sic)  To Take Advanatge of 
This Amazing Rate Please Take a 
moment to Fill Our Post Approval 
Form at the Following Secure Link:  
http://bigtimesavingz.com/?partid=
ccnet Note: After Compleating this 
Form a Representative will Con-
tact you within 24-48 hrs Please 
Refer to the Following Approval 
Code: #575-808 Yours sincerely, 
Carmella Tackett Mórtgage Bróker 
Association. 
http://eloanlenders.com/st.html m-
a-k-e--i-t--s-t-o-p .” 

I have it filed under “Can anybody 
really be this dumb?” and I know 
that none of you folks would ever 
respond to one of these, but some-
one does, because these folks are 
making money. So the rule is 
NEVER click on a link in an email 
related to any kind of financial info 
or passwords. If you want to see if 

your bank sent something, go di-
rectly to their website. Same for 
Paypal and Amazon and Ebay and 
anyone else you might do business 
with online. And as always, if it 
sounds too good to be true, it is. 

~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~ 

Never say in an email what you 
wouldn’t want to read on the front 
page of the newspaper. Once it’s 
left your computer you have no con-
trol over who it’s forwarded to. 

~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~ 

Be sure you print something at least 
once a week to prevent your ink car-
tridges from drying out. And watch 
out for Epson inkjet cartridges—you 
can’t take them out and put them 
back in—they won’t work any more. 
HP cartridges don’t seem to mind so 
much. But Epson cartridges are 
cheaper and it’s easier to find 3rd 
party ones. 

~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~/~ 

If you want to see what characters 
of a particular font look like, click on 
your Start button, click on Run and 
type Charmap. This launches the 
Character Map utility and if you look 
at the top of the resulting dialog box 
you can see the font name, probably 
Times Roman. Click the drop 
down arrow next to it and use your 
arrow keys to go up and down 

through the font list. In particular 
check out the Wingdings and Web-
dings. They can be used like little 
pictures in a letter you’re typing. 
Click on a letter, click on Select, 
Click on Copy then go to your word 
processor and click on Paste to in-
sert. To review Cut and Paste see 
the Sandy Berger link below. 

T h a n k s  t o  a l l  o f  y o u  f o r  
s e n d i n g  t h e  s t a m p s  a n d  
t h e  c a r d s  a n d  k i n d  w o r d s  
o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  I f  
y o u ’ r e  r e a d i n g  a  p a p e r  
c o p y  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  i t  
m e a n s  t h a t  I  e i t h e r  r e -
c e i v e d  s t a m p s  f r o m  y o u  
o r  y o u ’ v e  t a k e n  a  f e w  
l e s s o n s  w i t h  m e  t o  h e l p  
o f f s e t  t h e  c o s t  o f  n e w s -
l e t t e r  m a i l i n g s .  I  a p p r e c i -
a t e  h e a r i n g  t h a t  y o u  e n -
j o y  t h e  t i p s  I  f i n d  f o r  y o u .  
I  a l s o  w e l c o m e  y o u r  i n p u t  
o n  w h a t  y o u ’ d  l i k e  t o  
k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  o r  s e e  
i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r .  S e n d  
e m a i l  t o  
t e a c h e r @ b r i g h t w e b s . c o m  

     G e r r i   

FROM Woody’s Email Essentials- 
www.woodyswatch.com/email  
Have an alternative mail account 
It is best to have a totally separate 
email account with a different provider 
as a backup.  Any of the 
free web based email 
systems (Hotmail, Ya-
hoo, Gmail etc) will 
cost you nothing.  This 
alternative serves two 
purposes – a place to 
receive messages you’re 
having trouble receiving and a place to 
send messages that you are having 
trouble getting out. 

If you are missing an email, ask the 
sender to try again with a CC to your 
alternate account. If one copy arrives 

but not the other, you know there’s 
something blocking that message. 

FROM Dan Gookin’s Weekly Wam-
booli Salad—4-21—“I don't use In-
credimail. I'm a fan of plain-text e-mail, 
and  Incredimail is anything but plain 
text. I know many folks who use it and 
enjoy it, and I have mentioned Incredi-
mail in this newsletter  before. But now 
I have an official opinion about Incredi-
mail: It's nasty. I DO NOT recommend 
it. If you have it, you can try to  
uninstall it. Here is a link with  more 
info: 
http://www.newbie.org/help/messages/
11195.html 

From Gerri: BUT BE WARNED that 
you can lose any mail you’ve received 
on Incredimail if you remove it. My rec-

ommendation is not to install it in the 
first place, but don’t try to remove it 
yourself if you already have it on. 

From Sandy Berger’s Compu-kiss 
site: If you are ready to Cut or Copy 
and you find that you cannot click on 
the Cut or Copy icon, it means you do 
not have anything highlighted. When 
nothing is highlighted, the Scissors 
(Cut) icon and the Paper (Copy) icon 
will be light gray in color, indicating 
they are currently unavailable. Run 
your mouse across some text to high-
light it and you will see both icons 
brighten and become active. See more 
of this tutorial at  

http://www.compukiss.com  
by searching on Cut and Paste 
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